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FOREWORD

The National Curriculum Framework, 2005, recommends thatchildren's life
atzchool st Be linked 1o their life gutaide e schopl. This principle arks
a departure from the i=gacy of bookish leamning which continues to shape
our system and causes a gap between the school, home and communizy.
The syilabi and texibooks developed on the basis of NCF signify an atiempt
1o implement this basic idea. They also attemnpt 1o discourage rote learning:
and the maintenance of sharp boundaries between diffsrent subject areas.
We hope these measurss will take us significantly further in the direction
of a child-centred system of education cutlined in the National Policy on
Education (1986], '

The successz af this effort depends on the steps that schocl principals and
teachers will take to sncourage children to reflect on their own learning
and to pursue bwaginative activities-and questions, We must recognise
that, given space, rime and freedom, children generate new knowledge by
engaging with the information passed on ts them by adulis. Treating the
prescribed textbook as the sole basis of examination is ongof the kev reasons
why other resources and sites of learning are ipnored. Inenlcating creativity
and initiative is possibie if we perceive and treat children as participants
in learning, not as receivers of a fied body of knowlades.

These aims imply considerable change in schoal routines and mede of
functioning,. Flexibility in the daily time-table is as necessary as rigour in

implementing the annual calendar so that the required number of teaching:
days are actually devoted o teaching. The methods used for teaching-
and evahiation will giso detefinine how effsctive this textbook proves for
making children’s Hfe at school s happy experience, rather than a source af
stress or boredom, Syllabus designers have tried to address the problem of
curricular burden by restructuring and recrienting knaowledge at different
stages with greater consideration for child psychology and the time available
for teaching, The textbhook attempis to anhance thiz endeavor by piving.
higher priority and space 10 epportunities {or contemplation:and wondering,

discussion in small groups, and activitiss requiring hands-on expesience,

NCERT appreciates the hard work done by the texthook development
committee responsible for this book. We wish © thank the Chairperson:
of the Adwvisory Committes for Textbook in Social Science; Professer
Hari Vasndevan and the Chief Advisor for this book, Professor Nesladri
Bhattacharva for gulding the work of thiz commitfes. Seversal teachers
contributed to the development of this textbook: we are gratefal to their
principals for making thic possible. We are indebtad to the instmtions
and orzanisaticns, which have seneroucly permitied us to draw upon their
resources. material and personnel. We ars especially gratefinl 10 the members
of the National Monitoring Committes, appointed by the Departmant of
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Secondaryand Higher Educaion, Ministry of Human Fegource Development
under the Chalrparsariship of Professor Mrinal Mirl and Professor G. B,
Deshpande, for their valuable time and contribution. As an organisation
committad to systemic reform and continucus improvement in the quality
of itz products, NCERT welcomas comments and suggestiens which will
enzable us 1o undertake further revision and refinement.

Lirectar
New Delhi _ National Council of Educational
30 November 2007 Kesearch and Training:
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RAaTtioNnaLisATION OF CONTENT
IN THE TEXTBOOKS

In view of the COVID-19 pandemic, it is imperative to
reduce content load on students, The National Educaton
Policy 2020, alsp emphasises reducing the content load and
providing opportunities for experiential learning with creative
mindset. In this background, the NCERT has undertaken
the gxercise o rationzlige the textboocks across all classes,
Learning Ouwicomes already developed by the NCERT across
clzszes have been 1aken into considersiicon in this sxercise.
Contents of the texthooks have been rationalised in view
of the following:

« Overlapping with similar content included in gther subject
areas in the same class

« Similar content included in the lower or higher class in the
same subject

« Difficulty level

+ Content, which'is easily accessible to students without
muck interventions from teachers and can be leamed by
children through self-lsarning or pear-learning

* Content, which 15 irrelevant in the present context

This present edition, is a reformatied version after casrying
out the changes given above.
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ACENOWLEDGEMENTS

The book iz the product of & collective effort of a large number of historians,
sducationists and tsachers. The chapiters were writteh and revised oyvar
severgl months, They evolved through discussions in wfarkshops, and
exchange of ideas through envails, with each member contributing their
sl in many different ways. All of us leaent = lot in the process:

Many individuals and instimations helped in the productian of the
bock. Professer Muzaffar Alam and Dr Eumkum Roy read drafts and offered
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Centre, We are particularly giad that Sunil Janah, now 90 vears of age, has
given us permission 1o reproduce his photezsraphs. From the early 1940s,
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of different communities, Same of these phetographs are now published
(Thie Tribais of India, Oxford University of Press, 2003), and many are at
the Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arfs. .

Shalin Advam and Shvams Warner kave done several rounds of
sditing with care and understanding; sugoasting changes, tracking mistalkes
and improving the 1ext in ].nngmﬂfﬁble ways., Wethank them both for thair
involvement in the projest.

The Council acknowledges the valuabls inpuits foranabyrsing svliabl,
texthooks and the content, prapossd 1o be rationalised for this edition by
Umesh Ashok Kadam, Pro/essor, Centre for Historical Studies, Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi; Sunil Kumar Singh, 8GT History, Kendriva
Vidvalaya, AFS, Tughlzkabad. New Delhi: Krishna Ranjan, SGT History,
Kendriva Vidyalaya, Vikaspuri; Archana Verma, Assaciale Frofessor,
Department of History, Hindu College, Unmversity of Delhi, Delhi; Shruti
Mishra, PCT Historyand HaD, History, Delhi Public School, R.K. Puram, New
Delhi; Gouri Srivastava, Srofessorand Head, Pratvusa K. Mandal, Projfessor;
Seemsz S. Ofha, Professor, DESS; Mily Roy Anand, Professor, DGS and Sharad
Kumar Pandey, Associate Srofessor, DES&D, NCERT.

Wea have made every eéffort to'acknowledge cradits; but we apologise
in advancefor any omission that may have inadvertently taken piace.

For EXTENDED LEARNING
EI“' E] You nmay access the ollowing chapters through QR Cade.
e . " s Colonialism and the City
L]

» The Changing World of Visual Arts.

L
E_ T Theze chapters wers printed in the previous texticoks, the
same are baing provided in digital mode for extended learning
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